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GRAND DUKE NICHOLAS OF RUSSIA 
His Masterly Struggle With Von Hindenburg in Poland Has Been the Most 
Important Trial at Arms of the War From a Strategic Point of View 
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THE WAR SITUATION 


Up to and Including January 3, 1915. 


T is a little bit early to begin figuring 
on whether the war has produced any 
great men or not; we know too little 

about it. 
whose namcs we do not know who will 


There may be mute heroes 


outshine those whose names we do know 


when history comes to be written; and 
we may as well resign ourselves to the 
fact that the real history of the War of 
the Ten Nations will not be written till 
after we are dead. There wi] be “h's- 
tories”’ galore, but the quotation marks 
will ke justified. The thing is too colossal. 
It took a century to get a true perspective 
on Napoleon’s wars (if we really have it 
even now;) and this war is greater than 
those of Napoleon. Greater not in the 
number of nations or extent of territory 
involved, but in what it means and the 
way it is fought. 

A century or so from now some Four- 
nier may be able to reach a just apprecia- 
tion of the real story of the war and the 
greatncss or littleness of the leaders. We 
wil’ not be there to read this Fournier 
of 2015, but our grandchildcen will. In 
the meantime, as our speculations will 
ncver be proved right or wrong in our 
own lifetime, we might as well speculate; 
it can do no harm. 

Then it seems—subject to the derisive 
correction of that Fournier whom we 
shall never see—that the war has devel- 
oped three great Generals—Joffre, the 
Grand Duke Nicholas, and Field Marshal 
von Hindenburg. There may be others, 
of course; it is not the modern military 
policy to let us know even the names of 
the Generals. At least that is the case 
with the French, where Joffre—or the 
War Office—relentless'y suppresscs the 
names of the commanders, and they only 
leak out by accident. Even when they 
leak out we never know accurately what 
measure of credit they deserve. There is, 
of course, a military reason for this; it 
would be absurd to ascribe it to a petty 
motive. 





The French Silence 

HERE ‘s no such rule on the English 

side, where Field Marshal French is 
But a!l the ad- 
miration he has excited for Smith-Dor- 
rien, Haig, and the rest leaves us with 
the knowledge that they have had no 
chance to prove themselves great Gen- 
erals, but merely valiant and efficient 
chiefs of division; and of the French di- 
vision chiefs we know nothing officially. 
We have heard the names of Pau, 
d’Amade, and a few others, but we have 
no way of knowing whether they 
overrated or underrated. 

There is something to be said for the 
French policy, even without knowing 
what the doubtless important reason un- 
derlying it is. That is, that if officers do 
not get credit neither do they get blame. 
When Joffre dismissed or reduced a num- 
ber of Generals no one even knew their 
names. Percin was the only one who had 
the misfortune to get into print, and if is 


prodigal with his praise. 


are 


already known that the stories about 
Percin were greatly exaggerated. But 
Paris and army headquarters remained 
as silent as the grave, and no one ever 
knew exactly what Percin’s failure was, 
or what his punishment wes. 

The Germans are freer with the names 
of their commanders, and we know that 
all of them have fought well. We know, 
however, that no great sign of genius 
hzs been displayed by any of them except 
Hindenburg. Von Kluck’s famous rush 
was masterly, Sut it was such as probab y 
any one of several German commanders 
could have performed. He was carrying 
out faithfully a plan built up for many 
vears; was fighting the Kriegspiel game; 
and if the task had been allotted to an- 
other commander it might have beén car- 
riid out just as well, for it was the 
methodical execution of a prob'em long 
ago made up by other minds than von 
Kluck’s. He did splendidly; but, for all 
that, we have no evidence yet that von 
Kluck is a great man. 

The Grand Duke Rupprecht carried 
out his rush with the wonderful effi- 
ciency that characterizes the Germans 
everywhere, and it was not to be counted 
against him that he fail:d at Verdun. 
The Crown Prince has been unfortunate 
from the beginning; and in the western 
field there is no German General who has 
yet been able to convince the world that 
he is great. 


Hindenburg’s Vindication 


UT Hind2nburg has given us very 
good reeson to suspect the presence 
of a great man—subject, of course, to 
that correction of the historian in 2015. 
Hindenburg’s theory of war—every Ger- 
man General has one, and has done noth- 
ing but elaborate it during the long years 
of peace that were to end, they all saw, in 
the inevitable crash of war—was to use 
East Prussia as a besis for an attack on 
tussia that would paralyze her advance. 
It seemed to the military theorists in 
Berlin a foolish theory, and for most of 
his life Hindenburg was unable to get a 
unanimous assent for his idea. Yet when 
the crash came Hindenburg had to be 
employed, had to be employed to carry 
out his own theory; for it was Hinden- 
burg’s theory that was taken into action 
and that has checked the 
five months. Every advance they try to 
make is checkmated by the 
Hindenburg is always ready to 
from Eastern Prussia. 
the Russian 
irresistible, 


Russians for 


movements 
make 
Again and again 
should be 
their 
own base, has been brought to naught by 


advance, which 


since it is made from 
some sudden German incursion, say from 
Soldau. 
cated; he stands ou 
Perhaps we sho ld 
that, but it is a long time, 
risking much. 
Hindenburg’s victory at 
was colossal and compiete beyond any- 


Hindenburg is not only vindi- 


tus a great General. 
ait until 2015 to say 


and we are not 
Tannenberg 


thing since the days of Genghis Khan 
He diy! not defeat the Russian army; he 


wiped it out. There was not enough of it 
left to whisper. Whatever not 
slaughtered is now in German prison 
camps. We are so provincial, we are so 
interested in the trench war on the Aisne 
and the Yser, that we have not given 
much attention to Hindenburg; but his- 
tory will laugh at us. 

The Grand Duke Nicholas is a master 
of warfare if ever there was one. There 
is about his military moves a large, mag- 


was 


nificent disdain such as has been shown 
by no General since Hannibal. Take, for 
example, the time the siege of 
Przemysl began. Przemysl! is in the 
southern area; the Germans s::dden’'y in- 
vaded the centre, which is Poland. Nich- 
battle line stretched from East 
Prussia southward to the Carpath ans. 
Any General in history would have been 
subject to the temptation of holding on 
to the 


cause of 


when 


olas’s 


southern siege at be- 
the men and strategie 
positions that would be involved in a re- 
treat. 
drew in his 


any cost, 


loss of 


He did not hesitate a moment. He 


lines from north to south, 


until over four hundred miles there was 
a near.y straight line; and then he gave 
battle to the Germans and beat them 


back. He had given up the siege vf 
Przemys!l; and wken he had foreed the 
Germans to recoil he resumed the siege 
again, making practically a now opera- 
tion. His disregard of human life is like 
that of Grant at Cold Harbor; but the re- 
sults he gets are greater than Grant got 
for many a long month. 


Why Was Alsace Invaded? 


A S tor Joffre, who was apparent!y 
: beaten in the first month of the war, 
we have a better understanding of him 


2 / , . 
couid not Slut the (,erman 


now. He 


drive, and he must have made up his mind 
in a co.d-blooded way to let it go as far 


von Kluck 


Aisne, 


and Lorraine was ass 


as it did before he broke 
sent him back to the 
tack on Alsace 


then, 


and 
Joftre’s at- 
umed 
and may be 


assumed by careless 


readers even now, to have been a politi- 
cal move designed to arotse French en- 
thusiasm. 
motive. It 


invade the | 


There was « vidently a deeper 
seemed a wild thing to do, to 
ost Provinces at the moment 
that the real fight was going on in 
gium. 

but what happened? When 
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von Kluck 


made his great drive toward Paris it was 
necessary that the other German armies 
should support him He was rushing 
Paris-ward trom the west, they were to 
the east. They could not Support him: 
they were hampered and foiled by the 
necessity of looking after the French in 
the east. Von Kluck went to Pari alone; 
und when he got in sight of the city he 
found himself confronted bv ai new 
l'rench army which Joffre had conjured 
out of the air, and his comrades to the 


aust tangled up in the French line of forts 
and with endangered E] 
rear. He 
by a sudden turn to the Aisne and give up 
the conquest of Paris Yes, 
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FRENCH PRISONERS PASSING IN REVIEW BEFORE A GERMAN GENERAL TO THE 
MUSIC OF A MILITARY BAND. 


(Photo from Photothek) 
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PORTUGUESE COLONIALS MARCHING THROUGH LISBON ON THE OCCASION 
PATRIOTIC DEMONSTRATION IN FAVOR OF THE ALLIES. 
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A PATRIOTIC DEMONSTRATION AT THE FOUNTAIN WHICH THE GERMAN EMPEROR 


HAS PRESENTED TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 


(Photo from Press Illustrating Co.) 
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GERMAN PRISONERS OF WAR AT TSING-TAU LEAVING FOR JAPAN 


(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 
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PRINCE HENRY OF PRUSSIA 
He has received supreme command of the German battleship fleet after a conference with the German Emperor and 
Admiral von Tirpitz, Minister of Marine, on the British raid against Cuxhaven. 


(Photo from Bain) 











H. M. S. ‘‘FORMIDABLE’’ 
A British Battleship of the Pre-Dreadnought Type Destroyed by a German Torpedo in the English Channel on the 
First Day of the Year with a Loss of Six Hundred Men. 


+ by American Press Asan. 
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Lord Kitchener. 
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do your share. “— and to his country. 
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A NEW DEVICE TO AID RECRUITING NOW hail USED EXTENSIVELY IN LONDON 
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Count Ladislaus Stadnicki, Founder of the Polish A German Sharpshooter Killed in a Tree From 
Legion Fighting for the Germans. Which He Was Firing Upon 
(Photo from Engelbrecht.) French Officers 
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BARBED WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS IN THE ARGONNE AFTER THE FIRST SNOWFALL 


(Photo from Underwood & Underwood.) 
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A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE ACTUAL BOMBARDMENT OF THE OUTSKIRTS OF NANCY 
TAKEN FROM AN OBSERVATION BALLOON 


(Photo (C) by Underwood 4 Underwood.) 
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THE B-11 APPROACHING A BRITISH CRUISER OFF THE DARDANELLES TO RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS 
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ALL THAT REMAINS OF THE CHURCH AT PERVYSE 


Photos (C) by International News Servic« 
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‘ ~ wer ~*~. a5 é , . J : Ny . Opeth es . Se 
A GERMAN CORPS PLACING TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH WIRES 
THROUGH A FOREST IN NORTHERN FRANCE. 


(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 





A BRIDGE BURNT BY GERMANS BEFORE EVACUATING A TOWN IN POLAND. 














AN AUSTRIAN TELEPHONE STATION NEAR A GUN PIT IN AN 
ADVANCED POSITION IN GALICIA. 


(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 
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GERMAN ARTILL 


A RUSSIAN RED CROSS WAGON 








ERY NEAR WARSAW KEEPS TO THE RIGHT TO ALLOW THE 
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TO MILITARY 


(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 
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AUTOMOBILES. 
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AMMUNITION CONVOY 


FRENCH 





(Photos from Press 




















CARRIED FRONT ON A SLED. 





DESTROYED 


Illustrating Co.) 


GERMAN SHELLS. 
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French Sappers Building a 
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German Soldiers Preparing Their Midday Meal Near 
the Russian Frontier. 


Photo from Paul Thompson. ) 
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New Strategical Railway Between Versailles and “Compiegne. 
Miles Were Built in Three Weeks. 
(Photos (C) by Iniernational News Service.) 
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An X-ray Apparatus for Dealing With Intricate Cases 
of Wounded at a French Field Hospital. 
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NON-COMBATANTS UNDER GERM: \N MILITARY GUARD IN A FRENCH CHURCH. 





Wreck at Stendal, Germany, of a Train Carrying Fresh Troops to the Front, None of Whom 
Arrived at Their Destination. 
(Photo from Engelbrecht.) 








* See oe a . : ‘ ce 
A FRENCH TOWN NEAR VERDUN DESTROYED BY THE CROWN PRINCE'S ARMY. OF ONI 
THOUSAND HOUSES ONLY EIGHTY-SIX WERE LEFT STANDING. 


(Photo (C) by International News Service.) 
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MRS. DIXON’S HOUSE IN HARTLEPOOL, IN WHICH FOUR CHILDREN WERE KILLED 
AND TWO INJURED BY THE GERMAN SHELLS. 


(Photo (C) by International News Service.) 
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4 Section of Whitby Abbey, Which Was Injured A Good Shot. The Lighthouse at Scarborough Hit 
During the Bombardment. by a Shell from One of the 


Photos (C) by Underwood & Underwood) German Battleships. 
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(Photo from Underwood 









& cy Cas bee a. “ha bye - 3 
Pierre Verrier Receives the Military Medal for a Daring 
Reconnaissance in Which He Was Wounded. 
(Photo from Amercan Press Assn.) 
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A GERMAN OUTPOST RECEIVING CHRISTMAS GIFTS FROM HOME. 


Underwood. ) 
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Fastening a Bomb to a German Aeroplane Before a 
Flight Over the Enemy’s Lines 


(Photo from Sennecke 
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2s ‘3 J ; ae Sea a 
Herr Wendel, Social Democrat, (left) With Dr. von Dr. von Caeher of the National Liberal Party at 
Schulze Gaevernitz on the Way to the Opening the Opening of the Reichstag. 
of the Reichstag. (Photos from Paul Thompson.) 
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A Tourney With Human Horses. Soldiers Exercising Gen. von Heeringen’s Morning Walk to His 
Behind the German Lines. Headquarters. 
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A MILITARY BUILDING 


IN 





SCARBOROUGH DAMAGED BY THE 


RECENT 





(Photo from Paul Thompson.) 
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A House in Wykeham Street, Scarborough, in Which 
Four Persons Were Killed. 


(Photos frem 
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FRENCH NUNS ABOUT TO OFFER THEIR 


(Photo 


SERVICES AT A 


from Paul Thompson.) 














Second Number 


Second Number 
Now Ready 


Che New York Cimes — Now'reray 


CURRENT HISTORY: EUROPEAN WAR 


N the second number are collected for the first time the Documents and Official Utterances 
on this subject of all the nations involved and of their rulers; also of the more notable 


public utterances of men of influence in all laads. Including Official Utterances by 
THE CZAR THE KAISER 
THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA THE PRESIDENT OF FRANCE 
THE KING OF THE BELGIANS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 


Price 25 cents; At all newsstands, or by mail from the Publishers 
Send name and address for Circular of Full Information 


THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY, TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 








50 cents a month: $6.00 a year. 
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MILITARY HOSPITAL 











Y ourChildren's! 
Children 


HINK how interesting and 
valuable a bound volume 
of the Pictorial War Extras 
will be fifty years from now— 
a genuine photographic history 
of the world’s greatest war. 
Subscribe now and preserve 
your copies in a binder. 
One year’s subscription, in- 
cluding binder, postpaid in 
United States and possessions: 


|, $6.25 
Of Imitation Leather.... 6.75 
Of Half Leather 
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Che New York Times 
Mid-Week Pictorial! 
War Extra 














| TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK 
\ 7, 
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GERMAN NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER FEEDING A HUNGRY 
Photo fron Pawl 


BELGIAN 


Thompson.) 
































